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1. HISTORY OF THE ,,CURSED CHANNEL”



AKARPATMEDENCE B\ "5
VIZBORITOTTA ES ARVIZJARTA | &

TERULETEI I
AZ ARMENTESITO ES
LECSAPOLO MUNKALATOK j
MEGKEZDESE ELOTT.

N romara

Martutainssrmnaey

{ | DEoRECEN &
.

S ——

Vilagos kék: az Arviech olalmival hosszabb-rovidebh ideig vizzel boritott terdletek,
SBtétebd kék: allandoan vagy az ev begnagyobb riszcben viz alatt 45 terilletek.
SOt6t kitks jelenegi tavak

g ™ ) ," S PP o ! - . / 3 e Tttt hesssttntvl
y MR & e ] 3 A M. KIR. FOLDMUOVELESOGY! MINISZTERIUM VIZRAJZI INTEZETE
v N S~ _ 3 PN \ BUDAPEST, 1908,

\ (|

The 'Puddle Map’ of Carpathian Basin from 1933
AgriculturalMinistry of the HungariarKingdom, Hydrologicalnstitute




History of the constructions

Firstplans 185680s, 1898

¢ 2 dNJs to win this large, practically
completely useless territory in the heart of
the country forcivilisation, as soon as
possiblé (ElekZlinszkyl 898)

Danube valley I
DrainageAssociatiorof County
P e s(1909)

Constructiong19121929)
A WorldWar |
A Loanto the Company(1925)
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Drainedwetlandwith tussocks

Pictures of drained

wetlands
(B r ulmgkovicsenginee)



Envrionmental risks

+ financial,

Short term effects e
economical risks

A Rainyyears floods
A Dryyears- drought, declineof groundwater

Long term effects?

A Fearo fdesertification of the

GreatHungarianPlain
fear of salinisation droughtand changeof climate



Role of the media

Kuns z e n pictare &f th&1936flood from anewsreal
(source filmhiradokonline.hy



filmhiradokonline.hu

Lajos Dinnyés,
oppositionist politician

Noble locallandowner
bornin Dabas, 1901

Politician‘ | ndep
Smal |l hol de

MP 19311939

Author of the pamflet
,,Cursed Channel” 1937




Suggested resolutions
(by Lajos Dinnyés)

Financial and legal resolution

Technical resolutions
IRRIGATION+ FLOOD CONTF 1924

Floodgatessluices new side-channel e
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SOIL IMPROVEMENT,
MODERN AGRICULTURE

Kalocsa

WhO 1S reSpOHSIbIé> DESTROY the channel!

(Laszl6 Szalay)



A DUNA-TISZA CSATORNABOL ONTOZHETO TEROLET
A PESTMEGYE! DUNAVEDGAT TARSULAT ARTERULETEN.

m viglile sz ﬁi
1éli munkdval készil a Duna mindkél pari
(Atokesatorna, Ercsi, — A Nép-|lyitenck é&s 0j esatornahdlézatokat
s'ava kikiildott  munkatdrsdtol.) | épitenek ezek a gépmonstrumok. A
Befhtta az utat a ho, Beledte a fol- | kotré hatalmas lapitiival belemé-

doket ¢ mindent fehérség borit, Allyed a fildbe ée

foldek és a benniik meghizodé szl 2
vetdsok dermedten térnck téli pihe-| CKYezerre misfél kihméter( fol.

nore.
Azeldtt, télidében. Osztdl-tavaszig] Olyan jatszi kinnyedséggel késziti

From curse to blessing

After WW I
A shortdemocraticperiod

1947 Buildinghew
irrigation channels

March1947,Startingthe
Danube-Tisza cbannel
b S LJa hrticlgs

72, sz, 4



3 1 B Lajos Dinnyés (2)

19451947

Minister of Deffence
-

S 11 May1947—11Dec1948
PrimeMinister




Reorganization of
water management and cartography

Water management PA A?/E;‘
A 1948Socializatiorof drainageassociations A~ . §j
andwater management e ?/ "

(GreatStalinPlanfor TransformatiorNature) <
A 1957socialistwater managementompanie

Cartography

A New MilitarySurvey(195359)
by the restructuredDefenceAgency

A Schooimapsin 1957

A stateirrigation programs 3 |
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Dinnyés republished the ‘Cursed Channel’ pamphlet in 1957



Drainage of the ,dirty waters’ of Nagy-Csukas Lake, 1958 (MTI Fotd)



Memory

A Opposing narratives

atO2dz Ry Qi GF 1S GKS [

should have, but it took the water out of the
soil when we would have neededsit

)
oswamps became fine sail

A Lots of peopledrownedin it...

A Channefrom
the "the cursed period’ 1950s?

A Eco-perspective:
groundwaterdecling
lossof naturalwetlands
restorationprograms




2. COMPARING LOCAL FARMERS’ AND
CONSERVATIONISTS’ PERCEPTIONS
OF LANDSCAPE CHANGE




= HABHATS | /.

40 observed phenomena
Therearemoreorf S & a X K

1-5 Likertscale

Isthis processgood or bad?
positive neutral negative

What are the causesof the proces®

Structuralinterviews
PICTURE SORTING
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Informants

; ,Aé :;" 3 A(}’rrf £ ;?'(:‘

57 persons 9 person (planned ~15 person)

47 men-10women 7 men—2women

age 41-87 year average 66 year age 3/-59year average4/ year
Livestockkeepersvinemakers pensioners rangers researchersenvironmentaleducators




CHANGES OF TUSSOCKS N=9
perception of nature conservationists

p B Negative
Neutral
! . ® Positive
0 : .
Much A bit No A bit Much
more more  change: less less bunch of grasses, mainly Carex elata

CHANGES OF TUSSOCKS N=49

perception of local farmers
30

25

20
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0 m— L -:-:

Much Abit ] No A bit Much
more more changes less less




CHANGES OF REED N=9
perception of nature conservationists

, m Negative
Neutral

! I . . m Positive

0

Much A bit A bit Much
more more changes less less

Wetlands, mainly with Phragmites australis

CHANGES OF REED N=57
perception of local farmers

30

25

20

15 m Negative
Neutral
10 -
m Positive
N .:
Kolon lake 0 ' T ' '
Much | Abit No | Abit > Much

more more changes less less




Causes of changes Numberof

mentioning
according to local farmers \l
LESS TUSSOCK 36 | LESS REED 31
Lesswater 29 Lesswvater 23
Grazingmowing 4 | Mowing
Destroying 4 ( Agriculturalsubsidies
Mowingwith machines 3 Natureconservation
Burning 1 Usedasarableland 1
Agriculturalsubsidies (B MORE REED 12
Schrubencroachment 1 | Lackof mowing, grazing
3

Lackof mowing 3 Landabandonment

Not maintainedchannels 1 Notmaintainedchannels
sluiceqates

9
MORE TUSSOCK Natureconservation 5
2
2
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