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1. HISTORY OF THE „CURSED CHANNEL”



The ’Puddle Map’ of Carpathian Basin from 1938
AgriculturalMinistryof the HungarianKingdom, HydrologicalInstitute

Sandridge
region

Danube
valley

Watershed of the Main 
Channel of the Danube valley

Hungary in Europe

~100 km long



History of the constructions

Firstplans: 1850-80s, 1898
έƻǳǊ aim is to win this large, practically 
completely useless territory in the heart of 
the country for civilisation, as soon as 
possibleέ(Elek Zlinszky1898)

“Danube valley Irrigation and 
Drainage Associationof County
Pest” (1909)

Constructions(1912-1929)
ÅWorld WarI 
ÅLoanto the Company(1925)



Pictures of drained
wetlands
(BrunóLupkovics, engineer)

Drainedwetlandwith tussocks

Reedsin Lake Kolon



Envrionmental risks

Short term effects

ÅRainyyears- floods

ÅDryyears- drought, declineof groundwater

----------------------------------------------------------------

Long term effects?

ÅFearof ‚desertification’ of the
Great HungarianPlain

fearof salinisation, droughtand changeof climate

+ financial, 
economical risks



Role of the media

Kunszentmiklós, pictureof the 1936 flood from a newsreal
(source: filmhiradokonline.hu)

filmhiradokonline.hu


Lajos Dinnyés,
oppositionist politician

Noble, local landowner
born in Dabas, 1901

Politician: ‘Independent 
Smallholders’ Party’ 

MP 1931-1939

Authorof the pamflet 
„Cursed Channel” 1937

’



Suggested resolutions
(by Lajos Dinnyés) 

Financial and legal resolution

Technical resolutions

IRRIGATION+ FLOOD CONTROL
Floodgates, sluices, newside-channel

SOIL IMPROVEMENT,

MODERN AGRICULTURE

DESTROY the channel! 
(László Szalay)

Whois responsible? 

1944



From curse to blessing
After WW II 
Ąshortdemocraticperiod

1947 Building new
irrigation channels

March1947,Starting the
Danube-Tisza channel

bŞǇǎȊŀǾŀ articles



Lajos Dinnyés (2) 

Mátyás 
Rákosi

1945-1947 
Ministerof Deffence

11 May 1947 –11 Dec1948
PrimeMinister

1948-
Head of Library of the 
Hungarian Museum of 
Agriculture

1958-
Vice-presidentof the
Parliament

He diedin 1961.



Reorganization of 
water management and cartography

Water management
Å1948 Socializationof drainageassociations

and water management 
Ąstateirrigationprograms

(Great StalinPlanfor TransformationNature)
Å1957 socialistwater management companies

Cartography
ÅNew Military Survey(1953-59) 

by the restructuredDefenceAgency
ÅSchoolmapsin 1957
’CursedChannel’ in the’GeographicalNotification’ 
(Földrajzi Értesítő) 1953-1960

Dinnyés republished the ’Cursed Channel’ pamphlet in 1957



Drainage of the ‚dirty waters’ of Nagy-Csukás Lake, 1958 (MTI Fotó)



Memory

ÅOpposing narratives
αit ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀǿŀȅ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ 

should have, but it took the water out of the 
soil when we would have needed itέ

o

άswamps became fine soilέ

ÅLots of people drownedin it…

ÅChannelfrom
the ’the cursed period’ 1950s?

ÅEco-perspective: 
groundwaterdecline, 
lossof naturalwetlands, 
restorationprograms

Wetland Restoration
at the Lake Kolon



2. COMPARING LOCAL FARMERS’ AND 
CONSERVATIONISTS’ PERCEPTIONS 
OF LANDSCAPE CHANGE



40 observed phenomena
Thereare more or ƭŜǎǎΧΚ

1-5 Likertscale

Is this processgoodor bad?
positive/neutral/negative

What are the causesof the process?
Structuralinterviews
PICTURE SORTING 
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The methodology of the
interviews

Kunadacs

Szabadszállás

Kerekegyháza

Fülöpháza

Fülöpszállás

Izsák
Ágasegyháza

Orgovány
Soltszentimre

Csengőd
Páhi



Informants

LOCAL FARMERES NATURE CONSERVATIONIST

57 persons 9 person (planned ~15 person)

47 men-10 women 7 men–2 women

age: 41-87 year, average: 66 year age: 37-59 year, average: 47 year

Livestockkeepers-vinemakers, pensioners rangers, researchers, environmentaleducators
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Causes of changes
according to local farmers

LESS TUSSOCK 36 LESS REED 31

Less water 29 Less water 23

Grazing, mowing 4 Mowing 2

Destroying 4 Agriculturalsubsidies 1

Mowingwith machines 3 Natureconservation 1

Burning 1 Usedasarableland 1

Agriculturalsubsidies 1 MORE REED 12

Schrubencroachment 1 Lackof mowing, grazing 9

MORE TUSSOCK 3 Natureconservation 5

Lackof mowing 3 Landabandonment 2

Not maintainedchannels 1 Not maintainedchannels,
sluicegates

2

Numberof 
mentioning



CONCLUSIONS
about the two cases

ÅEnvironmentalperception:

Practices, identitesand power

ÅPositionatedknowledge

ÅReducingenviromentalrisksand 
restorelandscapesasa poltical issue

ÅShifting narrativesand baselinesof 
perceptions–historicalcontinuitues


