Summary

The book Changing society? focuses on the relationship of humans and
environment as perceived by different science branches, mainly social
sciences and humanities (philosophy, culturology, ethnography, art history,
regional or environmental studies). The authors were asked for the question,
whether there is some shift in the society towards the environmental
friendliness or sustainability, briefly shift towards pro-environmental
society? The title of the book refers to the title of the conference Our Common
Present: Changing society? held at Faculty of Arts, Charles University in
Prague, Czech Republic on March 23 2012.

The relationship between society and environment is no longer the
domain of solely natural or technical sciences. It is more and more obvious
that social sciences and humanities can bring new knowledge of the social
relation to the environment. In our case, they can inquiry into the processes
and changes in this socio-environmental relationship.

Various approaches are presented in this book. Jan Vavra and Miloslav
Lapka edited six chapters with different topics, but with the aim to show
complementarities of the main problem dealing with the society and
its environment. In the first chapter Carbon footprint of rural and urban
households in South Bohemia Jan Vavra, Miloslav Lapka and Eva Cudlinova
focus on the carbon footprint of the 500 households from South Bohemia
Region. The data were obtained through questionnaire survey and analysed
in six categories: heating, electricity, car using, public transport, flights and
food consumption. The differences between rural and urban households
are mostly not significant. Using the research data and preparatory State
energy conception authors also tried to think about the future trends in
carbon emissions of households in the Czech Republic.

In chapter called Public administration as one of regional sustainable
development agents in accordance with Triple Helix concept authors Martin
Zielina, Dana Pokornd and Veronika Kainzova asked for two questions: Who
belongs to the agents of development at the regional level and what degree of
influence is given to them from the perspective of regional representatives?
Based on the questionnaire survey among regional representatives authors
investigate the regional governance through the concept of Triple Helix and
conclude that the communication and cooperation between the government,
university and industry actors is not sufficient.
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Mdria Pakozdiova and Markéta Santri¢kovd in their chapter Maintenance
of traditions versus globalization tendencies on example of Czech ethnicity in
Romanian Banat region deal with the problem of the relationship between
the local community and globalization tendencies and the ways of
transformation or maintenance of local traditions in globalized environment.
The Czech villages in the Banét region are relatively traditional, anyway even
in these villages the trends of modernization take place. One of the distinct
manifestations of globalization tendencies is the build-up of wind power
plants, which is currently in progress in the cadastral territory of Svata
Helena and which will probably strongly affect the landscape character and
possibly also the tourism.

New concerns with regard to science and higher education in the context of
sustainable development - changes of paradigms, or simply idealistic visions? is
the name of the chapter by Jana Dlouh4. She deals with the so called third
role of universities, connected with the demand for their social involvement,
especially with regard to environmental problems and sustainability. The
chapter discusses the chances and threats of the science-policy interface
and presents some examples of the construction of boundary objects which
help to discuss the problems with different stakeholders.

Véclav Soukup in his chapter Nature, man and culture in ecological
perspective presents ecological and environmental context of the human
culture in general. He employs anthropological approach and summarizes
most important viewpoints of anthropology and its subdiscipline cultural
ecology on the human-nature relationship. Along with this he focuses on
the biological and cultural adaptation of the human race in its history, with
critical assessment of current global civilization and rather pessimistic
view into the future.

Last but not least, Barbora Putova in her chapter Land art: influence of
changes in postmodern society and culture on the formation of art explores the
environmental connotations of land art. This movement originates in the
1960s in the era rich in social and cultural changes. One of these changes
was also the emerging reflection of the environmental problems. Author
points to the interesting distinctions between US and European land art
conceptions, which would originate probably not only in different social
contexts but also in the different natural conditions and tradition of
landscape perception.

The question, whether there are some shifts in the society towards pro-
-environmental changes seems to be too ambitious to be answered with
the evidence of only these six case studies. However, based on the various
approaches included in this book we can state that there are some positive
pro-environmental changes in the society, regarding the perception of
and increasing sensitivity to social and environmental problems at least
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between some social groups. We also realise that the environment can be
the relevant topic of the study of many social sciences and humanities. We
wish to believe that this is one of the important messages of this book.
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Medailonky autort

Eva Cudlinova vystudovala ekonomii na Vysoké skole ekonomické v Praze.
Na Ekonomické fakulté Jihoceské univerzity vede Katedru strukturalni po-
litiky EU a rozvoje venkova. Ve své praci se zabyva alternativnimi ekono-
mickymi teoriemi, napt. ekologickou a environmentalni ekonomii. Zamé-
fuje se také na ekonomické a environmentéalni souvislosti regionalniho
rozvoje.

Jana Dlouh4 vystudovala obor ochrana ptirodniho prost¥edi (PYF UK),
a obor filosofie vychovy (doktorské studium, PedF UK). Svou kariéru zah4-
jila na Federalnim vyboru pro Zivotni prosttedi vedeném Josefem Vavrous-
kem a od r. 1992 pracuje v Centru pro otazky zivotniho prostredi UK. Zabyva
se holistickymi a interdisciplindrnimi pfistupy, environmentalni etikou
a inovacemi ve vzdélavani a participativnimi metodami v rozhodovéni. Je
¢lenem mezindrodnich pracovnich skupin UNESCO (vzdélavani uéitelt)
a EHK OSN (indik4tory strategie VUR) a je zapojena do narodnich i mezi-
narodnich siti spoluprace ve vyuce a vyzkumu. Vénuje se odbornému pub-
likovani - je hlavni editorkou recenzovaného elektronického ¢asopisu Envi-
gogika a spolupracuje s Journal of Cleaner Production.

Veronika Kainzova vystudovala uéitelsky obor matematika-fyzika pro
stfedni $koly spole¢né s dvouoborovym studiem matematika-ekonomie se
zamérenim na bankovnictvi na Prirodovédecké fakulté Univerzity Palac-
kého v Olomouci. V doktorském studiu didaktiky fyziky se zamérila na vy-
zkum prekonceptt zak a jejich aplikaci v integrovaném pojet{ vyuky. Na
Moravské vysoké Skole Olomouc, o. p. s. ptisobi jako manaZerka Ustavu in-
formatiky a aplikované matematiky.

Miloslav Lapka, vzdélanim kulturolog na Filozofické fakulté Univerzity
Karlovy, je odbornym asistentem na Katedre strukturalni politiky EU a roz-
voje venkova Ekonomické fakulty JihoCeské univerzity a Katedre kulturo-
logie Filozofické fakulty Univerzity Karlovy. Z pohledu sociologie, filozofie
a kulturni ekologie se zabyva vztahem ¢lovéka a Zivotniho prostredi, pre-
devsim pak socidlni percepci globalnich zmén a proménami evropské kul-
turni krajiny.
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